I     1    *     H•^^j':ili?^1"■;!^^-^^■■^■■- 


4. 
[  Document  D.  ] 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  4,  1862. 
2,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


RESOLUTIONS 


ADOPTED   BY  THH 


^tural  ^isi^^mlrhi  ot  §X^x\^l^\xA, 


IN   REFERENCE   TO 


THE  POSITION  OF  MARYLAND  IN  REGARD  TO 
NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  witii  funding  from 

Lyrasis  IVIembers  and  Sloan  Foundation 


http://www.archive.org/details/resolutionsadopt1861mary 


RESOLUTIONS 

Offered  in  the  House  of  Delegates  by  Mr.  Donaldson,  a7id 
amended  by  adding  the  seventh  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Creswell. 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so 
admirably  framed  by  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  is  recog- 
nized by  the  people  of  Maryland  as  the  great  charter  of  their 
liberties,  the  foundation,  support  and  protection  of  their 
rights,  and  the  main  source  of  all  their  prosperity;  that  they 
are  at  all  times  ready  cordially  to  renew  the  expression  of 
their  devotion  to  its  principles;  that  they  unreservedly  ac- 
knowledge the  supremacy  of  all  laws  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  repudiate  every  construction  of  that  instrument 
which  would  destroy  its  efficiency,  its  very  existence,  indeed, 
by  the  assertion  of  any  right,  expressed,  implied  or  reserved, 
in  the  States,  to  secede  from  the  Union;  and  although  they 
consider  the  right  of  revolution,  for  justifiable  cause,  in- 
herent in  every  people,  they  unhesitatingly  declare,  that  they 
know  no  existing  cause  to  justify  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  attempting  the  overthrow  of  their  government. 

II.  Resolved,  That  the  duty  and  interest  of  the  people 
ot  Marj-land  alike  forbid,  that  they  should  take  part  in  the  in- 
fatuated and  suicidal  rebellion  which  now  seeks  to  separate 
the  States  of  this  Union,  and  to  destroy  that  great  nationality, 
which  has  made  us  prosi)erous  at  home  and  respected  abroad; 
Avhich  separation,  if  accomplished,  must  result  in  the  most 
serious  disasters  to  all  the  States,  but,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
our  geographical  position,  can  bring  to  our  own  State  nothing 
but  irretrievable  ruin. 

III.  Resolved,  That  the  present  unhappy  and  fratricidal 
war  has  been  f  reed  upon  the  governmentof  the  United  States 
by  the  seditious  and  unlawful  acts  of  those  who  have  at- 


tempted  its  overthrow  by  violence,  and  tlie  State  of  Maryland 
win  cheerfully  contribute  her  proportion  of  men  and  means 
to  sustain  the  nation  in  its  struggle  for  existence,  so  long  as 
the  war  is  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  so  long  as  the  purpose  of  those  in  power  is 
the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  with  the  rights  guaranteed  to 
the  States  unimpaired. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land to  the  General  Government,  established  by  the  Consti- 
tution, is  untouched  by  any  shade  of  servility,  and  they  must 
ever  regard  with  extreme  jealousy  all  attempts,  from  what- 
ever quarter,  to  make  the  present  war  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Union  the  means  of  interfering  with  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions of  the  States;  and  they  solemnly  protest  against  all 
schemes,  the  object  or  tendency  of  which  is,  to  excite  insur- 
rection among  the  slaves,  declaring  the  same  illegal,  and  cal- 
culated, if  put  in  practice,  to  produce  results  too  horrible  to 
contemplate. 

V.  Resolved,  That  this  Legislature  is  gratified  to  know, 
that  the  true  principles  on  which  the  v/ar  should  be  conducted 
have  been  expressed  in  most  emphatic  language  by  both 
Houses  of  the  present  Congress,  in  their  extra  session  of  July 
last;  that  they  have  been  declared  by  the  President  in  his 
latest  message;  and  that  they  have  been  conspicuously  illus- 
trated in  the  proclamation  of  Major  General  Dix  to  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  although  in  the  immediate  presenile 
of  armies,  when  war  or  insurrection  exists,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  the  civil  power  should  at  all  times  maintain  its 
supremacy,  and  there  may  be  cases  of  extreme  necessity  where 
the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  Government  would  excuse 
a  resort  to  extraordinary  measures,  yet  the  dangers  of  a  de- 
parture from  the  forms  of  law,  which  are  the  protection  of 
individual  rights,  should  never  be  forgotten,  and  all  irregu- 
lar proceedings  should  be  abandoned,  as  soon  as  it  is  clear 
that  the  extreme  necessity,  which  gave  rise  to  them,  has 
passed  away. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Maryland  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  their  approval  of  the  course  and  policy  of 
the  President  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  thus  far,  as  exempli- 
fied by  his  official  acts^  and  they  hereby  tender  him  their 
thanks  for  the  earnest  desire  he  has  manifested  to  avert  from 
them  the  immediate  horrors  and  calamities  of  civil  war  ;  as- 
sured by  his  firmness  and  honesty  in  the  past,  they  confident- 
ly expect  that,  in  spite  of  the  importunities  of  pernicious 
fanatics^  he   will  keep  steadily  in  view   his  sworn   duty,  to 


"preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

VIII.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 
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